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There are excellent res=ons for
looking hopefully upon the effort
which President Harding is making
toward s solution of Europe’s prob-
lem. To enumerate them is to re-
view the striking shifts in public
opinion and in governments which
have taken place in the last year.
Each country concerned has wit-
nessed important changes,  All tend
to favor a final settlement of the
war

The earliest shift came in France.
A year ago it was impossible for a
French public man even to discuss a
reduction in German reparations.
To-day there is general scceptance
of the view that the so-called “C"
bonds provided for by the London
agreement are next to worthless and
that a sum between $10,000,000,000
and $15,000,000,000 is the maximum
that it is practicable to collect. For
severa]l months the Poincaré govern-

ment has been openly ready to ac-|

cept such a scaling down—provided
England would release the French
debt _and forego her share of the
reparations, thus yielding to France
enongh rejarations to restore the
devastated regiuns. Here is a great
gain toward an understanding with
Bngland and Germany.

Albany to cheer its old pal Al The
expectations of Tammany will out-
run even those of the fat knight and
| be equally selfish and unworthy.

There is little hope that the Gov-
ernor-elect will turn on any of the
Tammany boys as the King-elect
turned on Falstaff and his crowd,
and tell them plainly that he is done
with them unless their deserts im-
prove. But Smith is better than the
company he has kept, and it is not
past praying for that in time he may
ghow Murphy and the rest that his
sense of responsibility to the people
who elected him because they be-
Heved in him is greater than his re-
sponsibility to the gang that nomi-
nated him because they wanted to
use him in office.

In appointments, in influence over
the Legislature and in opportunity
for administration Mr. Smith pos-
sesses wide power for good. He can-
not exert this power and at the same
|time keep in favor with Murphy.
IL"rmn his independence and honesty
{of purpose will depend his success
| as Governor of New York.

! Justice for Tenants

Fines totalling $700 imposced by
Magistrates McGeehan and Simp-
son on two landlords who failed to
supply heat to tenants will go far |
toward mitigating the terrors of the
|romim.' months. The mﬂntrnten’
| hold that the landlord who enters
|into n lemse with a tenant which
1 ngrees to furpish heat must be pre-
]pum{ to live up to his contract. No

The utilitarian side of the me-
morial, however, is not chleﬂy.em-
phasized. What is desired is that a
nation mindful of its heroic fathers
shall keep green in fact as in mem-
ory and imagination the scene of
Washington's incomparable exploit.

The Coming of Coué

As & mental diversion hope fe
infinitely preferable to hatred. The
fact that the one has had little to
feed upon since the war has led a
great many people to turn to the
other, This is ono of the reasons
that the Ku-Klux }lan Is occupying
the public mind to the exclusion of
more important things.

But in a very few days a simple
souled and mild mannered French
apothecary will arrive in Amerlca
to tell the dwellers therein that
“every day in every way they are
getting better and better.” Because
that is exactly what they want to|
believe many will listen to him with |
rapt attention and for a time make
his teachings almost s religion. Al-|
though he has already been hailed
in England as the prophet of a
brighter day, he will be astonished
at the welcome he receives over here. |
An Amerien which turned out al-|
most en masse to strew flowers In|
the way of a bogus discoverer of
the North Pole will surely outdo|
itself in greeting the discoverer of |
a star of hope shining over a
despairing world.

It may be that in the years to
come historians will be writing|
eynically of the “Coué myth" and |

| overcome were they with the discov-
!rry that there is decay and corrup-

| did not play In the wotld that they

search for the ugly these writers
have sinned against truth as much
s did those against whom they were
revolting. In so doing they have de-
prived their work of much of its
value, We in America were sorely
in need of a reaction against the
wishy-washy school of writing that
had grown up under the influence of
editors of magazines with a efreu-
lation of a million or more. Our
storfes and novels had become so
conventional that whoever reads the
first paragraph or chapter need go
no further. We had specialized in
red-blooded heroes, saturnine vil-
lains and beautiful heroines until we
had reached a point where a depart-
ure from these standards amounted
to heresy.

But those who revolted against
this mawkishness and artificiality
went to unnccessary extremes of
drabness and “realism.” They ex-
ploited ugliness for its own sake, 8o

tion under most pleasant exteriors
that they could write of nothing else,
and searching out that which was
moth-eaten and eankered became
their pasgion. They were so im-
pressed with the part that the stork

felt that they must shout their new
knowledge from the housetops. To
decry, defame and deface wan their
method of procedure, and because
artists who had gone before them
had worshiped beauty they wor-
shiped ugliness, 1'ntil the balance

““You ain’t been manicured this

year,

Nor last year, neither, maybe:

You are a pretty bird, you are,
To tote around a baby!’

v
“Well, gents (says 1), since you in-

quire,
My habits is my habits!
Them kids don’t take no harm from

germa
No more'n little rabbits;

Vi

“I smokes my pipe, | takes my snuff
(1 liquors, if you ask it),

And somewheres, every night, |

leaves

A baby in a basket;

Vil
“And if I luse my job (says 1)
| ask you, what comes after?—
Why, either some Indignants’ Home,
Or else to be a grafter!”

Vil
“Old Stork,” 1 said, "I grieve for
you,
So mournful, glum and grumpy—
But then, you know, you really are
A frowsy bird and frumpy!"

—

A correspondent veproached us

marveling that

men regarded as u!is redressed there

little hope that

the other day for what he de-

The second gnin has come in Eng- | tenant would be left in possession of
land, where the temperamental Lloyd his hired premises if a shortage nfl
George — distrusted where he was | money prevented him from paying |
not hated in France—has been lur-;hin rent, The same rule, in the opin-
ceeded by the steady-minded Bonar |ion of the “poor man's court,” is ap-
Law. It is not too much to say that | plicable to the agreement made by
agreement between France and Eng- | the landlord.
land was all but fmpossible so long | It was to be expected that the coal
n Lloyd George held office. As the | thortage would be made an excuse
historians of the Versailles Treaty | by many “leasters” to cut down the |
have made clear, it was Lloyd | heat in their houses. Many of them
ge who was chiefly responsible | neglected to lay in coal supplies |
the extravagant reparations early in the spring, trusting that
then discussed. By ill chance Lloyd | either the price would come down or
vemained the evil genius of | the coal searcity would provide them
reparation problem, alienating  with a defense against the tenement

sage a man who only told them |
what they had always known. Bat,|
man or myth, anything that con-|
vinces humankind that it is getting |
better and better instead of worse |
and worse is of inestimable value,

It was not so long ago that & book
written by a country parson of much
the same type as this rainbow-
minded Frenchman was avidly read
by hundreds of thousands of Ameri-
cans, and to a few of them at least
brought substantial good. The vol-|
ume, almost forgotten now, Was
called “The Simple Life."

French concord by his sudden shifts
and all but ending the entente by his
policies. France and England are
stlll divided upon important points,
but they are, by disposition as well
as by actual conceesion, nearer |
dgreoment than at any time in many
rhonths,
! The shift in Italy has also altered
the diplomatic map. As a result
manlinl appears Y have aligned
‘government with France and
Belglum. Just what is the new
alian view and how greatly it will
help toward a solution remain to
be developed. There is probably a
mhinor aid to Allled unity in the Mus- |

wolini policy. i

law.
: Perhaps the coming of Coué with
‘h;h‘imnw::thintwﬂ!l d!scwgr ';‘w | his message, which is as old us Con- |
b . Wiy oMy 8 mistaken fucius, will produce an equally fleet- |
- mhtnprmn-e policy. On the very |ing impression. Peghaps again ft|
day when Mr. Spens, of the fuel ad- | .., prove an antidote for the dis-

ministration, announced his inten-
tion of resigning on the ground that |
the fuel crisis had passed two of |
them were brought into court, both
declaring their inability to purchase
conl. Yet coal, though #till rationed,
is to be had in sufficient quantities
und at a very small advance over the
prices of Inst year. If these men |
had been dismissed with warnings |
of nominal fines the first cold gnap
would have hrought great suffering

to thousands of tenants in this city.

Now that they have been taught
that it is cheaper to live up to a con-
tract than to seck to wriggle out of
it other men of the same stripe will
| take warning and a way will be
| found to keep homes warm.

1 It is here In Ameriea that the |
greatest change has come about.
Partly it has been a gradual growth. |
Partly it was ripened into definite |
?nvleuu by the outspoken words
of Clemenceau. Underlying the
:!.:tnln opinion in the Middle West,
the bitterest opposition to co- | s, o o o
dperation with Europe has lain, bas The Delaware Crossing Memorial
Been s broad cconomic fact—tho | In New York 146 years ago this
hard times of the farmer and the We¢k the British made merry. The
gradual realization on his part that | War Was as good as over, so they
Burope was no abstract problem but | thought. Cornwallis put his bag-
a definite market, urgently needed | 886 on board a packet for England.
for his products. The shift in the | Washington had retreated through
attitude of the farm bloc Senators is | the Jerseys and lay on the Penn.

#triking ‘proof of how closely the #¥Ivania shore of the Delaware with
nations are tied “,"u,".]'hm gallant little half starved, tat-

modern
Their willingness to aid in the set- tered army. “I will not despair,”
tlement of Europe at last gives Mr, | he said. Others had lost hope. The
Barding an excellent chance of se- | Revolution seemed & lost cause.
during » two-thirds vote of the Sen-| Then came Trenton! The cross-
dte for American participation, ling of the Delaware through the
There kas kept pace with this | ice floes and the rout of the Hessians
Bread shift in the Middle West a i one of the supreme episodes of
gereral debate of the Allied@ichts to | American history, dramatic and
America. My, Otto Kahn has made ' glorious, never to be recalled with-
the Iatest suggestions for their set- out rekindling patriotism. “Until
tYement, and, like every financier who | that hour,” says Bancroft—good old
has discussed the problem, has urged | bistorian, perhaps too little read
that some leniency must be shown in | nowadsys—“the life of the United

eases of religious prejudice and |
bigotry which sre becoming alarm-
ingly epidemic. In any case it will
break a little rift in the clouds. Ana
even a few straggling rays of sun-
shine are a blessing in a gloomy day.
 ————————

The One-Gallus Hunter

The opposition to the bill to create
public shooting grounds and refuges
for migratory birds iz  based,
strangely onough, on the charge that
it will hamper rather than help the
hunter of little means. The fact that |
he has to pay a Federal hunting |
license of one dollar is cited as proof |
of the hardship that this new law |
will work upon him. ‘

As a matter of fact, no sportsman
objects to this extra dollar when he |
realizes for what It is to be spent. |
Tho purpose of this bill is to provide |
game refuges for ducks, geese and
other migratory fowl, where they
may breed and feed in safety. There
are already a number of such ref-
uges throughout the country, but
these are widely scattered and are
inndequate to meet the demand for
them that has arisen as the result of
the drainage of millions of acres of
swamp lands which formerly served
this purpose. Besides these game
refuges the bill provides for the pur-
chase or lease of hunting grounds
which shall be available to the gen-
eral public. The dollar license is to
be divided between the purchese and
maintenance of these lands for the
sportsmen of the nation.

In the old days of sparse popula-
tion and plentiful game such meas-

their collection. There have been 'States flickered like a dying flame.”

ures would have been superfluous.

writers anywhere will produce any-
thing but ophemeral work,

More Truth Than Poetry
By James |. Montague

scribed as a spirit of irresponsible
levity in some of sur writings.
And we think he is right about

it.
And with the New Year, which
is only a few days distant, as the
crow flies, we intend to turn over
A Dew leaf (as the saying is).

Reputation

The man who wins his way

By wise and prudent deeds,
Who shrewdly puts awny

The money that he needs,
Though steady and direct

His bearing and his look,
Will lead folks to suspect

That's he's at heart a erook.

L] . .

We intend to ally ourself with
the reformers and upliftery and
push onward to serious achieve-
ment an idea that previously we
have only trifled with.

L] L]

Here and now we announce that
our best efforts henceforth shall
go to the formation of a Society
for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Peanuts.

The man who frowns on wrong;
Who will not take a drink; |
Who never walks along
Temptation's slippery brink,
Who never has been led
Where bubbling beakers foam,
Of him it will be said:
“He drinks all right—at home!"*

L] L]

Please do not pretend that you
da not know what we are talking
about.

You do.

You know that in preparing the
peanut for food it is the custom to
roast him lllve. J

.

Callous people and thoughtless
peapls have been saying for years:
“Oh, well, it does not hurt the
peanut to ba roasted alive as it

The man who would not flirt
{As certnin men will do);
Who looks upon a skirt
As something to eschew,
Undoubtedly has heard
Himself quite often ealled
“A dangerous old bird"—
Especially if he's bald!

The man who seldom speaks,
But, silent, goea his way,

Because he vainly seeka
For anything to say;
Phe brain within whose block
A t would scare suffice,
To him will people flock
For counsel and adviee,

A Common Grievanee
Uneis Sam complains that he can™t

get all the money due for Income tax.
Nelther ean the Income tax payers.

would A man. His nervous systam

is not organized like man's. Why,

some scientists say the peanut

even enjoys being roasted alivel”
L] L] L]

Stifle your consclence, if you
can!

Lie to yoursalf, If you will, to
excuse your cruelty. But deep in
your heart of hearts you know

A National Disgrace better—you know that the peanut

It beginy to look as if alr the | suffers agonies, tortures untold, as

lquor coming to thia ¥ would | the terrible heat penetrates his

have to come In foreign vessels. shell and begins to take effect upon
A Change in Terms e :I . wﬂ:hln.

It used to be election day; now it's
rejoction day.
(Copyright by James J. Montague)

Warden Lawes's Vigilance
‘l'omu:c Editor of The Tribune.

rt About & week ago it was
ported that one of th.‘;riunm‘:.l
Sing Sing had eseaped during an enter-
tainmant that was given in the prison,
It Is, of course, quite matural that
among & large numbar of prisoners
one or & few of the long-term
prisoners would try to ascape, whethar
during an entertainment or otherwise,
but we have a very good warden
Major Lawes, st Sing Bing, 'Ia.
watches the matter very carefully and

.

Stand beside the peanut roaster
as the heat begins to get in its
work upon the peanuts,

Listen!

There, do you hear it? That

ES

counter efforts to arouse American
anitfonity toward the Allies for their
pragtices ng the war, The word
cancellation {3 "still hated in some
quarters. But therd has been an un-
questioned drift of opinjon townrd
the wview that, both for moral rea-
sons and for solid financial reagons,
some foregoing of the letter of the
(bligation is necessary.

Thus any arrows point in one
firsetion. - What would have been
s “arie hovelers @ year 2o is now a |
[ edh eamigriae  Many olgtacles |

scw still left. fhmi—ﬂ

On the British side “All cur hopes,” | Nowadays, however, when so many
wrote Lord George Germain, “were of the breeding grounds have been
blasted by the unhappy affair at made unsafe for the birds and when

Trenton.”

An appropriate memorial of the
great adventure, the turning point
of the Revolution, is by all means
desirable. It is_ already well in
hand. The states of New Jersey and
Pennsylvania have established spa-
clous parks on both sides of the
Delaware River a few miles above
Trenton where Washington erossed.

most of the good shooting grounds
have been bought up by wealthy in-
dividuals or clubs, the ordinary
hunter is “out of luck." Last year it
was estimated that more than a mil-
lion men took out licenses to hunt

has been Iil.u’m..‘m‘
in the few escapes that have taken
agnin,

During the entire administration of
Msjor Lawes, who has beeh warden
not & single prisoner has been lost
with the exception of the
referred to, and he may
covared. There have been

g
%&

The plan is, further, to connect
these parks by s memorial bridge

ROwW DO You
SUPPOLE You A
EVER GOING OuY

in SOCIBTY
CIKE® THAT 2 I‘r.

BOOk nd SO Forth By Frederic F. Van de Waler
S a (F.F.V.)
HAT Ameriea needs most, we|the Pilgrims and Purftana that makes | Wa have sat In—unwillingly, after
think, is & picture, by some great Americans speak of joy ns momething | the twentleth or thirtieth—en pome
artist, of Jesus Christ Isughing | rather mortifylng and  disgrace- | hundred Imprompta debates on the
heartily, [ful, 1tke » burst of violent rage.|pros and cons of prohibition. Wy hevk
That is said with all pnulln'le'l‘rrhnpn it isn't just New Eng- heard probably five thousaasd -
revarence. In saying it we are not|land influence, but an Anglo-Saxon | ments advanced against the Volatesd
| trying to be either sensational or! heritage fortified apd Intensified |nct. We don't remember qr.um

shocking. We belleve that human
existence Is endurable to-day chiefly

by Plymouth and Massachusetts Bay.
We wish, by the way, some ethnelogist

because Jesus Christ once endured it. | or anthropologist would give his atten-
Wea are equally certain that life would | tion to the problem of whether the
be o pleasunter and a brighter thing if | Pllgrims were hard-boiled and vindie-
wa remembered with sny accuracy the |tive because of the food they ate, or
fashion in which He lived His life. | whether they aasimilated codfish balla
Our theology is shaky. OQur Biblical [and baked beans becauso they were
knowledge is mone too good, We re-| hard-bolled and vindlctive.
member that Jesus wept. That 18 8| The Latins seain to have lesy self-|
specific statemant in the Gospels. We | .oniciousness than we. They do many |
belleve that he laughed, too. Internal piney that are pleasant to do without
avidence convinces us that e did. |f“““ the necessity of giving some |
We have been told that He was “8f, . 1.d penson for thelr action.
man of sorrows and acquainted with | . b 00r to them seems to ba suf-
grief.” We have looked up the|g. .4 excuse for laughing; Joy, for
authority for thet statement. It l‘[b’“"l Joyful.
Isaish. His ls a prediction, not n de-
scription. Th? Amerlnn consalence, which Is
Paul makes of Christianity a rather | the New “:gland comsclence in the ma-
jority of cases, sheers away in alarm |

tark thing. He was an
ghoen and oury Ihiag o from things that simply are plensant

organizer. The chief fault we find|
with the present form of the philo-n-"'"" joyous and mirthful. They muat

hy originated by Christ is that it hulbn inatructive or Olt‘Vl*‘ or eduea- |
PHY OERIARIAR BN e | tional in the bargals, or else ministers |

been overorganized and
preted,

Children and Jesus Christ loved each |
other. We don't think they won!d[
have focked to Him if He hadn't been
jolly and fun-making and filled with
laughter. Publicans and sinners came
to Him. They would not have clung
with sffection to = sorrow-blighted
sscetic. People gave Him dinner par-
ties. He was sn honored guest at the
marrisge ot Cans. We belleve He
laughed and made some convivial joke
when He turned the water into wine.

We wish the generations that fol-
lowsd and the theologians who have
revised and interpreted had left us
an echo of that Christ-like JJaughter.
We don't think, despite the host of
voluntasr witnesses, that Christlanity

designed to take the robust,
mortal joy out of life.
- - L

Wo suppess It 1s the Inheritance of

overinter- | |
f preach against them.

As » matter of fact, the Mayflower
folk were super-eplenreans and|
sybarites at bottom, it seems to us,
They appear to have shunned most of
the happy and genial and gay things
of this world so that they would en-
joy the pleasure of heaven more
keenly. They were like the gourmand,
whose name we have forgotten, who
took n mouthful of red pepper becauss
the Burgundy always tasted better
afterward.

L] - -

Joy is something that the average
Ameriean has not the courage to ad-
voeate, To him it is » poor excuse
for anything, and yet to this consider
ably under-average cltizen, it seems »
falrly adequate reason for many

things.

any ona say that he was [n faver of
drinking beeause it was, under seh
tain eircumstances, the best fun inthe

lworld, All of the protagonists o

liguer have dwelt upon the

of liberty and the growing

of the state and the terrible staff the

bostleggers sell you I 1
Not a single nmn of them hay evep

said that thers was joy In petting

tankad up with a econgenial crawd
The foes of liquer elte glibly soosgh

the miseries brought about by stroag

' drink.  The beresved families of whel
| they speak would take several dap i@
ipass o given point
| summon ount of a single bottls &

| Scotch would, If moblilized Iaa:_'.
{have made Satan’s drive , t

The evils O

Paradise a howling victory.

But not even the most fasatiesl
adherent of the wets, In our preseaes,
has ever advaneed the excuse fhef,
say what you please about boose, the
were Joy and lsughter and seng
exaltation of a sort, In drinking lb=
that Is, if none of your fellow fm
bibers got one of the garralous “Am L §
right or am I wrong!™ Japs .
.

. L]

As & matter of fech, Wo
whether Mr. Volstead put
peace and comfort fnto the world
compenaste for the fun he “oet
of It

“
-y

We think that Jesus Christ lee
and to us that thought makes o
more human and compalling and

did. We think, leaving the

controversy out of the matier
ly, that when He sees the o
carried forward in His name

stiil lsughs, sometimes joyously 8
somatimes to keep from :

W hat

Readers Are Thinking

The Postmen’s Christmas

To the Editor of The Tribune,

Bir: In this morning's Tribune there
was & statement that every letter car-
rler was home to dinner by noon om
Christmas. This s decldedly Incorrect.
My father, who Is a supervisor, was
home shortly after noon. My brother
worked until 8 p. m.; my girl friend's
brother werked from 4:80 a. m. until
5:80 p. m. The last letter carrier in
my father's ofies rang the clock to go
home st 8:27 p. m.

I think it is about time the post-
offica closed on Christmas holldays.
The last two yoars are the first times
we have had father home even for half
s day. GLADYS E. HART,

Brooklyn, Dec. 26, tlll.

"Rum-Ruled"” England
To the Editor of The Tribune.
Blr: The statement of Mr. Wayne B,
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the tin lzxies which adorn the strests
of the rursl sections of thia country.
Also, If Mr, Wheeler will eompare
the percentage of erime per eapita 1n
England with that in the United States,
he will find that the “rum-ruled” little
faland is at least a safe place for a
decent, law-abiding eltizen to live In,
and one in which he ean walk abroad
at all hours of the day or night with-
out fear. LA
New York, Dec. 26, 1930,

Not Wholly Successful
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: As to, “Prohibition's Buecess"
lot me say a word. I recently re-
turned to the city after quite a longthy
stay In a section of the country where
there wers no foreigners of any de-

Throwing Coal Away

To the Editor of The Tribuss
Sir: Any escape of stesm oS

radistor system is Just se

thrown away. Agsin, modarn fuf

are fitted with sutomatis draft &




